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with Judge James Lockhart, and in the same year
was elected to represent Vanderburg County in
the state legislature. The day after Fort Sumter
fell, he abandoned his law practise to raise a regi-
ment for border service. In September 1861 he
was appointed by Gov. Morton as lieutenant-
colonel of the 42nd Indiana Volunteers, serving
in southern Kentucky, first with Crittenden's di-
vision from Fort Donelson to Nashville, and
thence to Huntsville, Ala., under Gen. Mitchel.
Returning with Gen. Buell in the summer of 1862
in pursuit of Bragg, he engaged in the battle of
Perryville, Ky., on Oct. 8,1862, and was severe-
ly wounded, his horse being killed under him.
Some days later (Oct 21,1862) he was appoint-
ed colonel of the 8oth Indiana Volunteers, but
in January 1863 he resigned on a surgeon's cer-
tificate of disability, returned to the practise of
law in Evansville, and became interested in poli-
tics again. In 1876 he was a delegate to the St
Louis Democratic Convention which nominated
Tilden and Hendricks and in 1884 to the Chicago
Convention which nominated Cleveland and
Hendricks. His consistent support of Hendricks
of Indiana resulted in his appointment on May
29, 1885, by President Cleveland as minister to
China to succeed John Russell Young, and in
this position he continued during Harrison's ad-
ministration and Cleveland's second administra-
tion. On July ii, 1898, President McKinley
yielded to political pressure and appointed Ed-
win H. Conger in his place. In his thirteen years
in China, Denby came very close to the Chinese
statesmen and his efforts in aid of peace with
Japan at the time of the Sino-Japanese War put
him in high favor in China. His prestige was
enhanced by the fact that the Japanese govern-
ment had entrusted its interests in China to his
care. Upon his retirement he received many
complimentary resolutions from various mission-
ary boards in the United States and China. In
September 1898 President McKinley appointed
him a member of the committee which investi-
gated the conduct of the war with Spain, and in
the next year appointed him a member of the
Philippine Commission. On Apr. 4, 1898, he
participated with the other members of the
Commission (Jacob Gould Schurman, Dean C.
Worcester, Admiral George Dewey, and Gen.
Elweil S. Otis) in issuing a proclamation to the
effect that, while the supremacy of the United
States would be enforced, the Government had
in view the wdfare and advancement of the peo-
ple. The Report of the Philippine Commission to
the President (four volumes) was published in
1900-01, while Deuby's "observations, reminis-
cences and conclusions" as an American diplo-

Denby

mat, entitled China and Her People (two vol-
umes profusely illustrated with reproductions of
photographs collected by the author, with a bio-
graphical sketch by the editor), appeared in Bos-
ton posthumously in 1906. In September 1858
he had married Martha, elder daughter of Sena-
tor Graham Newell Fitch and Harriet S. Fitch
of Logansport, Ind. There were eight children
born of this union. On Jan. 13, 1904, he was
stricken with heart trouble at Jamestown, N. Y.,
where he had been lecturing, and where he died.

[Who's Who in America, 1903-05 ; N. Y. Times, Jan.
14, 1904; Georgetown Coll. Jour., XLVII, 193.]
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DENBY, EDWIN (Feb. 18, i8;o-Feb. 8,
1929), secretary of the navy, was born in Evans-
ville, Ind., a son of Charles and Martha (Fitch)
Denby, both of whom were of old American
stock. After an education in the local schools,
he was taken by his parents to China, where his
father was minister from the United States. Here
he was for ten years employed in the Chinese cus-
toms service. Returning to the United States he
entered the University of Michigan, acquiring
fame as a football player, and a degree of LL.B.
in 1896. In the war with Spain he volunteered
as a common seaman, and ended as a gunner's
mate aboard the Yosemite. When the World
War came he was overweight and unqualified for
active duty, but he accomplished his enlistment
in the Marine Corps as a private, and was used in
building up the morale of that service. He rose
through the non-commissioned grades, and was
discharged as a major, with which rank he en-
tered the Officers' Reserve Corps. In the years
between the two wars he practised law hi Detroit
and undertook various enterprises in connection
with the automobile trade. In 1903 he was in the
Michigan legislature, and two years later he be-
came representative from the first Michigan dis-
trict in the Fifty-ninth Congress. He was twice
rejected to Congress. The announcement that
President Harding had selected him to be secre-
tary of the navy came without warning to the
public, and with little to Denby himself.

As secretary of the navy he appears to have
had little influence upon naval organization, or
upon national naval policy. It has not been
shown that his decisions were important in con-
nection with the Washington Conference on Lim-
itation of Armaments, or with the treaties that
arose from it. His administration was termi-
nated by a scandal in the handling of the naval
oil reserves.

In the autumn of 1923 the Senate Committee
on Public Lands and Surveys, engaged in the in-
vestigation of the oil reserves, came upon a se-

234